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fh MILY, Toby, and I went 
for a walk in a deep green 
woods. We saw a tall spruce 
tree. 
Toby said, “Why, you know, 
that looks like a church steeple.” 
And Emily said, “‘Let’s go to 
the bottom of that tree-steeple 
and see if we can find a fairy 
church.” 
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As we walked along, we came 
to some bluebells swinging in 
the wind. We knew the fairies 
could hear those bells ringing. 








We passed a nodding trillium 
—nodding its head because it 
was Sunday morning and it 
heard the bells ringing. 














Sure enough, at the bottom 
of that spruce tree was a fairy 
church with a green moss roof. 
We peeked into the openings. 





We saw some little mayapple. 
umbrellas stuck in the ground 
because it had been raining 
earlier. 

















At the doorway was a little 
rug of lichen on which the 
fairies wipe their feet. 
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There was a mushroom lamp- 
post to light up the hall. 





On the floor of the church 
was a carpet of star moss. 











Pine candles were all around 
the walls. 
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The windows had screens 
made from the skeletons of old 
leaves. 
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There were little fungus seats 
for the fairies. 
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There were big mushroom © 
brackets where the deacons sit. _ 
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But the fairy queen sits on a 
throne of calopogan orchid. 














Near the altar was a twinleaf 
seed pod, which the fairies use \ 
for a Communion cup. 





On the altar were 
club moss. 
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And next to the altar stood 
Jack-in-the-pulpit giving a 
sermon. 
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We heard rumors that Jack 
was going to be made a bishop 
just as soon as this flower, called 
bishop’s cap, turns into a seed 
pod. Then it makes a perfect 
cap for a bishop. 
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So, planning to come back 
and see Jack wear his cap, we 
started to leave. Near the 
church we saw a strange garden 
with lovely red mushrooms 
standing high in it. 





A cluster of pine cones, as red 
as any flower, grew there. 














And puffballs. 














Then we saw a beautiful 
coral fungus. We got down on 
our hands and knees and peeked 
inside:—all of a sudden we 
knew that this was the fairy 
palace, where they have their 
wedding receptions. 














On our way out of the woods, 
Toby said, “That looks like a 
fairy inside of that mayapple.” 





And after we had passed a 
rubrum lily, Emily put her 
hand in mine and whispered, 
“You know, I saw a fairy in the 
middle of that lily, but I pre- 
tended I didn’t see.”’ 
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Ellen Fenlon lives at 945 Hessel Drive in Akron, Ohio. She is 
helping to save the woods from being cut down so that all the little 
animals and plants won’t be chased out of their homes. That way 
your children and grandchildren will have a place where they can go 
to visit them. 


Photographic Data: Leica M3, visoflex and bellows 
with 135, 90, 50 and 35 mm. lenses. 








